Welcome to

Curriculum Night!
Bonny Slope Goal: empowering students to 
become internationally minded
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Ms. Johnson’s Class 

1st grade

Bonny Slope Elementary

September 2019
Curriculum Information
*teaching common core standards*
Reading:

Reading is taught in a workshop format.  During Reading Workshop, students participate in a whole class mini-lesson where they learn new skills and strategies.  After the mini-lesson, students independently practice the new learning during “Read-to-Self” time.  During “Read-to-Self” I support students through small group work and individual conferences.  At the end of the workshop the class meets to reflect and share.

The mini-lessons revolve around several units of study, which include decoding (phonics) topics and comprehension strategies. Students will also participate in class author studies.  The materials that are used to teach reading include books from our classroom library, poems, songs, and word work manipulatives.  To start the year, students are explicitly taught how to read independently for periods of time that incrementally get longer.  

Writing:

Writing is also taught in a workshop format. During Writing Workshop, students participate in a whole class mini-lesson where they learn new writing skills and strategies.  After the mini-lesson, students will independently practice their new learning in their writing journals and/or writing folders.  During independent writing time I will support students through small group work and individual conferences.  At the end of the workshop the class meets to reflect and share.  

To start the year, students will participate in lessons that teach storytelling fundamentals (i.e. sequence of events), strategies for choosing topics and participate in whole class shared writing.   As Writer’s Workshop continues, students will be expected (and supported) to write their own ideas and stories independently.  Units of study may include pattern books, narrative writing, how-to pieces, opinion writing and all-about/nonfiction pieces.
In the early stages of writing, the objective is for students to write their own ideas down on paper.  When they want to write a word that they don’t know how to spell, students are encouraged to write the sounds they hear and go on.  In class, this is referred to as “sound spelling.”  Please encourage your child to listen for beginning, middle and ending sounds of words when writing at home.  

For each unit of study, students will choose a piece of writing to “publish.”  When we do this, students will be assisted with some spelling, punctuation and grammar to improve the piece.  Published pieces are not expected to be perfect.

Spelling:

Students will receive a spelling list with their homework packet each week.  Students can complete any spelling practice they choose throughout the week to help them prepare for the weekly test.  A spelling test will be given each week. 

Handwriting:  

The “Handwriting Without Tears” style of printing is taught in class. Proper pencil grip, letter formation, and spacing are emphasized.  Neatness is strongly encouraged in all written work. 
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Mathematics:
Math is taught in a Math Workshop format using both Contexts for Learning Mathematics by Cathy Fosnot and Eureka Math. The curriculum follows the common core standards that require students to show their thinking and communicate their strategies to others. Students participate in a class lesson around fluency, application, and concept development. The daily rotation includes partner math, independent math and math with me. Dreambox is a technology component that will allow students time to work on skills at their level. Units of study include: addition/subtraction, place value, length measurements, and geometry. Homework assignments will be based on the exact lessons that were completed in class.
PYP Unit Study
Science, Health, and Social Studies are taught in four to six week PYP units of inquiry.  These units meet the requirements of the district and state Learning Targets as well as IB program standards.  We encourage lots of student questions and strive for students to gain a global understanding of each unit as well as use their new knowledge to take positive action!  Our units:
· Who We Are:  Being aware of myself and others allows me to make safe and healthy choices in different situations.
· How the World Works: Light and sound are essential resources in our daily lives.
· How We Express Ourselves: People use text and illustrations to tell stories.
· Where We Are In Place and Time:  Changing roles in a family affect how we need each other.

· How We Organize Ourselves:  The choices we make in waste management affect our environment.
· Sharing the Planet:  Life cycles have different structures and functions.
Additional Information
Our Daily Schedule
8:30-8:40

Movement          

8:40-9:10  
DEAR Time (Drop Everything and Read)
9:10-10:10

Math
10:10-11:30
Reading Workshop
11:30-12:10
Recess and Lunch
12:10-1:00  
PYP Unit Study
1:00-2:00

Specials:  P.E., Music, Computer Science, Library Time, Tech Time 

2:00-3:00  
Writing Workshop         

3:00-3:05  
Pack up and dismissal
Behavior

Classroom agreements have been created and agreed upon by the class as a whole, they are displayed in the classroom, and are referred to as needed. We have pledged to be kind, to be safe, and to be learners. Interventions by the teacher will be provided as needed. Bobcat Bands will reinforce positive behavior. 
Birthdays

Special treats to celebrate birthdays are not allowed at school.  Instead, the class asks questions of and sings to the birthday child who will also receive a little something special from the teacher. Please plan to distribute any party invitations through your regular mail.
Bobcat Bands

All of Bonny Slope will be participating in this school-wide recognition system where children earn Bobcat Bands for exhibiting positive behavior. A class celebration happens when we reach our class goal and a school celebration happens when we reach the school goal.

Bobcat of the Week

Bobcat of the Week will begin soon! Each student will be chosen to be our special Bobcat sometime during the school year. This is an opportunity for children to share a little bit about themselves and have special attention given to them throughout the week. A sharing poster will go home the week before for the child and family to complete so it can be displayed in the classroom.
Book Orders
Scholastic Book Orders are sent home each month.  Scholastic is a good resource for reading materials at reasonable prices.  To order books, fill out the order form completely and enclose a single check for the exact amount payable to Scholastic Book Clubs OR alternately, you can use the information below to access the scholastic website and place an order with your credit card.  Books usually arrive at the school within 2 weeks.

To order online with a credit card:

1.  Go to www.scholastic.com/clubsordering.  On the parent page click the “Don’t have a User Name and Password?” link, then register for your own username and password.  When prompted, enter this one-time Class Activation Code: LD9PP. This code ensures that your order is sent to me.

2.  Select the books that you’d like to order and send your order to me online, by the due date.  Books will be delivered directly to our classroom, as always. 

Communication

Our class website is located at johannajohnson.weebly.com. Paw Prints, the school newsletter from the principal, will be sent home, via email, twice a month. The Johnson Journal, a class newsletter, will be sent home via email and I will also upload it to our class website.

Dismissal

Students are dismissed at 3:05 each day.  Please be sure to send a note with your child or call the office if the way he/she is going home changes from the regular routine.  It is extremely hard to keep track of changes without something in writing.  If there is no note, I will assume your child goes home as usual.
Friday Folders/Homework

Your child will come home with his/her Friday Folder every Friday filled with school papers.  Please return the Friday Folder before the following Friday.
Homework packets might include math homework and occasional special projects for our PYP units.  Stapled to each packet will also be a place to record that students read, or were read to, for a minimum of 20 minutes each day.
Ketchup & Pickle Time
Students will have an opportunity on Friday afternoons to catch up on any classwork that hasn’t been turned in that week. If all assignments are complete, they will be able to pick a choice activity. 
Movement Activities
Bonny Slope has teamed up with the American Heart Association to ensure that students are getting an adequate amount of movement in their school day. In our class, we began the year with some simple exercises done through Go Noodle and will continue to make that part of our morning routine.
Music, P.E., Computer Science, Technology Time, Library Time

Students attend two “specials” a day, for 1 hour from 1:00-2:00. The schedule is rotating so the specials do not always occur on the same days each week.  Please print out and display the Specials Schedule that I’ll send through email each month as a way to keep track. This will help ensure that your child participates in P.E. with the correct shoes and returns library books on time.
Parent Volunteers
Thank you in advance to those who are able to help our classroom!  Our class volunteer coordinator will be announced soon.  If you need to change your volunteer time or would like to be added to the calendar, please contact him/her. When you come to help please remember to sign in at the office and pick up your ID badge/sticker.  Also, please call or send a note if you cannot make your scheduled time.
Recess

Students have recess BEFORE lunch each day for 20 minutes.  Most days we’ll also take brain breaks.  Brain breaks will usually be the same time each day and last about 10-15 minutes.  For brain breaks, students will either get a chance to play on the play structure or have an indoor movement with GoNoodle.

Report Cards
Report Cards go home twice a year, once for each semester. The academic report card grades are based on a year-end goal of where your child is expected to be at the end of first grade. Please keep that in mind, especially when looking at grades for the first semester.
Snack

Students have a chance to eat a healthy snack each morning.  This snack is provided by you and should be kept in their backpack (not lunchbox) until snack time. We will also soon begin Open Mic at Snack Time where students will be assigned a day of the week that they can share while we snack.
